FYETF Conference Call

June 13, 2011

3:00 – 5:00 PM

See highlighted membership list for participants. 
I. Welcome and Agenda Review

Michelle Lustig added that we might want to have a transportation discussion once the ACL comes out.

Stuart Oppenheim mentioned the federal funding announcement. We will forward that out the Task Force. It is due July 26th. If there are education implications or you think we should spend some time talking about this, please let Mia know and we can put it on the next agenda. 

II. Special Topic Planning, Susanna Kniffen
Susanna will be refining our policy obstacle list before our September in person meeting. She is soliciting volunteers to categorize what kinds of actions need to be taken before moving forward.  We will schedule a call to work on that. Please email Mia Stizzo at mia.stizzo@cfpic.org if you would like to be included in that effort.

III. Foster Ed Connect, Jesse Hahnel
Jesse thanked the Foster Ed Connect monitoring folks for their work over the last year maintaining the web site. He will be looking for more volunteers for this next year.

Jesse thinks it will be helpful to put together a list of the most popular questions along with a list of FYETF topic experts that monitors can go to when a question is posted on the site.

We will send out the list of popular subject areas and will ask FYETF members to volunteer to be a contact person in one or more subject areas.

Deb shared that in her monitoring experience, county specific questions were most difficult. In the outreach to the TF, we will ask if anyone would like to be the “expert” for their county.
IV. Updates

Higher Ed:John Souza shared that they had the opportunity to send an alumni to a hearing for AB 194- priority registration for former foster youth. He feels this will enable the CC system to get kids both to school and into the classes they need. It can serve as the “nudge” some need to get their units and qualify for AB 12.
Theresa echoed his sentiments by adding that Asm. Beall was very supportive and no votes against it were cast. It’s critical to the access issues. 

Career Ladders is continuing to work with College Pathways. The issues of mental health resources for former foster youth and mentoring resources continue to be a topic of conversation. AB 12 is stimulating the college and career pathways for foster youth.

There is a new website for College Pathways that will be a better resource for youth, caregivers, social workers and liaisons. 

AB 12:
LA and Oakland meetings this month- LA on June 20th. They are monthly community forum meetings that aim to be cumulative in nature. 
The Rules of Court comments are open until next weeks. They will then be taken to committee. The continued court oversight and the ROC is one way to deal with the cross-over issues between 602 and dependency. It also has to be coordinated with legislation, which makes it difficult.

AB 212 is the cleanup bill, authored by Jim Beall.
IV. Ed Summit, Betsy DeGarmoe and Crystal Luffberry
While there is a small workgroup who volunteered to develop the survey to send out asking TF members to share their thoughts and preferences on the upcoming Ed Summit(s), we are soliciting the help of the FYETF to help brainstorm the more broad areas that the survey should cover.

What kinds of areas should our questions be focused around?
Workshops, Fundraising, Content, Program, Youth Engagement, Leg (may not be worth the time devoted, especially given the time of year. We should work more closely with our leg liaisons to use our time effectively- a particular focus, a particular effort.)
We will design a survey that asks questions related to the areas above. We will include county engagement questions and ask participants to share what kind of time and effort they might anticipate being able to devote to each area. 
We will have something to share with you before the next call.
V. Leg Updates
Katie Little provided an update on the bills we were updated on in May.

SB 578: Transfer of coursework. There was concern about how this affects students who want to attend 4 year schools. Bill is awaiting a hearing on 6/22. Paragraph D from the bill text looks problematic when it comes to partially completed courses.

AB 207: Residency requirements for school enrollment. Amended on 6/2 to include language “districts are to respect a wider range of documents.” It deleted “homeless child our youth” and added language to comply with McKinny Vento act. The bill is currently in Senate Ed and there will be a hearing on 6/15.

AB 194: Priority registration for CSU, CC and UCs. Passed Senate Ed on 6/8 unanimously. It is currently in Senate Approp.

AB 709: School of Origin and Immediate Enrollment. Clarifies that schools must immediately enroll a student even without medical history documents, including but not limited to immunization records. Passed the Assembly by 78-0 Vote. Currently in the Senate Committee on Education awaiting hearing on June 15, 2011
AB 733: Privacy for student records. Passed ASM on 5/16 and is currently in Senate Education.

SB 368: Allows the Juvenile Court to appointed individuals to act as authorized reps for FY at regional centers (similar to the role of the educational representative).  Hearing on 6/28.

SB 121: Attempts to address the wrongful placement of FY at NPS without an IEP. Passed through Senate and is assigned to Human Services and Ed.
SB 699: Dead. We are hoping that the pieces of the bill can be incorporated into the AB 12 clean up bill.
VI. Next Steps and Close
Ideas for July agenda? Let Mia know. The next call will take place from 3p – 5p on July 11th. 
